Sample Syllabus

Comparative Studies 315

WOMEN AND RELIGION

Course Description and Objectives.  This course covers central issues dealing with women’s experience of religion and women’s contribution to religious experience across a variety of traditions including Buddhism, Hinduism, Christianity and Islam. Topics in this course cover issues such as  women’s religious literature, women’s experiences of the divine, female religious leaders, the oppression and liberation of women by and through religion, stereotypes of women in religion, and feminism and religion. Students will encounter perspectives from religious studies, anthropology, political science, sociology, feminist studies, in addition to biographical material and films on and by women. The course is deliberately cross-cultural and comparative in its scope and moves beyond any essentialization of women and their relationship to religious traditions by focussing on a variety of historical and contemporary materials. 

This course will broaden your understanding of the variety of women’s religious experience and interventions within religious traditions. It will familiarize you with ethnographic and textual materials from across the world include South Asia, the Middle East, and North America and will allow you to develop some theoretical frameworks and concepts to think through a gender-based understanding of religion. It will allow you to reflect on the commonality as well as subtle and crucial differences between religious traditions and women’s spirituality globally.

Requirements. The course will include some lecture components but class meetings will be largely based on the analysis and discussion of the assigned materials. It is therefore essential that you review the texts and movies for the weekly meetings and raise questions and issues for discussion. The instructor reserves the right to lower the grade of any student who misses more than two classes without an official excuse or who comes to class unprepared (5% of the grade for every class missed after two classes). Your attendance and class participation will comprise 25% of the final grade.
Assignments include:  

· Paper 1 due in Week 4 (5 pages) that will constitute 25% of the final grade. 
· Paper 2 due in Week 7 (5 pages) that will constitute 25% of the final grade. 
· Paper 3 due in Week 10 (5 pages) that will constitute 25% of the final grade. 

Required Texts.  The following books are available in SBX bookstore:

Murcott, Susan. 1991. The First Buddhist Women: Translations and Commentaries on the Therigatha. Parallax Press.

Friedman, Leonore. 2000. Meetings with Remarkable Women: Buddhist Teachers in America. Random House. 
Johnsen, Linda. 1994. Daughters of the Goddess: The Women Saints of India. Yes International Publishers.

Orsi, Robert A. 1998. Thank you St. Jude: Women’s Devotion to the Patron Saint of Hopeless Cause. New Haven: Yale University Press.

Additional articles (marked *) are available in a course packet from Copez in Tuttle Place.

Schedule
Week 1: Encounters
April 1: Introductions

April 3: Murcott, Susan. 1991. The First Buddhist Women: Translations and Commentaries on the Therigatha. Parallax Press.
Week 2: Early Women’s Religious Literature

April 8: No class

April 10: Murcott, Susan. 1991. The First Buddhist Women: Translations and Commentaries on the Therigatha. Parallax Press.
Week 3: New Visions

April 15: Friedman, Leonore. 2000. Meetings with Remarkable Women: Buddhist Teachers in America. Random House. 
April 17: Friedman, Leonore. 2000. Meetings with Remarkable Women: Buddhist Teachers in America. Random House. 
Week 4: Gods, Goddesses and Women’s Power and Powerlessness

April 22: Hawley, John S. and Donna M. Wulff, eds. 1996. Devi: Goddesses of India. Berkeley: University of California Press: selections to be distributed.
* Erndl, Kathleen M. Erndl. 1997. “ The Goddess and Women’s Power: A Hindu Case Study.” In Karen L. King, ed. Women and Goddess Traditions. Minneapolis: Fortress Press: 17-38.

* Futehally, Shama. 1994. Songs of Meera. In the Dark of the Heart. San Francisco: HarperCollins Publishers: 13-37; 88-89;102-107.

Audio-cassette of songs by Meerabai. 

April 24: Movie “Earth” directed by Deepa Mehta

URLs about the movie, background to the partition of India, and the novel by Bapsi Sidhwa on which the film is based:

World Socialist Web Site: http://www.wsws.org/articles/1999/aug1999/meh-a06.shtml
Zeitgeist Films: http://www.zeitgeistfilm.com/current/earth/earthstory.html
Voices from the Gaps: http://voices.cla.umn.edu/authors/bapsisidhwa.html
The Partition of India: http://www.emory.edu/ENGLISH/Bahri/Part.html
Partition of India: http://www.boloji.com/perspective/partition.htm
India and Pakistan Map: 

http://www.wwnorton.com/nael/nto/20thC/postcolonial/imindiapakmap.htm
PAPER 1 IS DUE.
Week 5: Holiness and the Feminine

April 29: Johnsen, Linda. 1994. Daughters of the Goddess: The Women Saints of India. Yes International Publishers. 
May 1: Johnsen, Linda. 1994. Daughters of the Goddess: The Women Saints of India. Yes International Publishers. 

Week 6: Mary, Eve and the Witch  

May 6: * Peach, Lucinda Joy. 2002. Women and World Religions. New Jersey: Prentice Hall: 215-226; 

* Plaskow, Judith and Carol P. Christ ed. 1989. Weaving the Visions. New Patterns in Feminist Spirituality. San Fransciso: Harper and Row: 101-104; 151-162. 

Screen documentary “Witches of Salem.”

May 8: Orsi, Robert A. 1998. Thank you St. Jude: Women’s Devotion to the Patron Saint of Hopeless Cause. New Haven: Yale University Press.

Week 7: Patron Saints and Female Devotees

May 13: Orsi, Robert A. 1998. Thank you St. Jude: Women’s Devotion to the Patron Saint of Hopeless Cause. New Haven: Yale University Press.

May 15: Orsi, Robert A. 1998. Thank you St. Jude: Women’s Devotion to the Patron Saint of Hopeless Cause. New Haven: Yale University Press.

PAPER 2 IS DUE.

Week 8: Women and the Veil

May 20: * Peach, Lucinda Joy. 2002. Women and World Religions. New Jersey: Prentice Hall: 249-278. 

Screen documentary on “Women and Islam.”

May 22: * Bodman, Herbert L. and Nayereh Tohidi, eds. 1998. Women in Muslim Societies. Diversity within Unity. Boulder/London: 63-82; 163-185; 205-225.
Week 9: Ecology, Feminism and Religion

May 27: Memorial Day: Holiday

May 29:  * Ruether Rosemary R. ed. 1996. Women Healing Earth. Third World Women on Ecology, Feminism, and Religion. Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books: 65-116.
Week 10: Departures

June 3: To be announced

June 5: Responses and Conclusions

PAPER 3 IS DUE.
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